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Figure 6. Mau Piailug’s Star Compass
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Introduction:

1y the South Pacific, crabs huve been obscrwed 1o disﬁbl}' unususd
hehavior that is refated o changes ir wmlhﬁ This is 2 short activiy
in which students share what they may have noticed about animal

hehaviors associated with the weather,

Objectives:

s Sudents will share knowledge and stories fram their own cul-
rares and Famifics refated o navigation and the enviropment

s Sudents will make a drawing from animal lore related 1o
changes in the weather,

Materials:
Dirawing paper
Coaenns, pens, or pencils

Activity:

1. Teacher shares the foliowing with the rlass:

iy some ;ziéws ins the South Pacific...
s TFa vrai blocks the mouth of s hiode and sceatihes sand

diowert flat across the opening, wind and rain will come
within ;hre& tlxvs.

» 17 crab Battens the pile of sand by his hole but dogsa’t
nlnck his hole, strong winds bur oo rain will come.

= 172 cran blocks the hole but leaves the sand piled arourd
s nole, rain b not wind will come.

» 1z cran piles the excavated sand inko 2 moond, gond
wearher will come,

2 Ask students 1o share their knowledge of mher animal hehay-
iors related 10 weather.

3 Ask students 1o draw 2 pardcalar animal behavior aad bave the
other studenss guess what kind of weather is coming.

“Early American Weather Poems”

Introduction:

Early Americans used peems o remember environmental signs that
were clues o changing weather conditions. In this lesson, students
wili sharg: suvings or poems thas their own families use tos describe

L the weather then creave Uheir own.

Qbfﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁ:

*  badents will creste z saying or poem related wr westher condis
1E00S.

* Students will explain e anportance of snderstanding the envi-
ronment.



r

Shzre the lollowing pocms with the stwlends:

“If smake and hirds go high
There's no rain in the sky,
If smoike and bieds are low
Watch oul for g blow.”

“When white clouds cover the
heavenly way

Na rain will mar your plans
that day.”

When moon Or sur s ity #s
house (hale 2round)
Likely there will be rain without.”

Ask students (o share any poems or savings that they may
Know.

Students then create their awn poems ar sayings individually or
in pairs on an environmental cdue of their choice. {They may
use table 2 il they wish)

Allow students to read their poems or sayings aloud 1o each
other, Discuss the students’ ideas and thoughts about why it i
inportant t understand the epvironment,

Additional Activitics:
L.

I you bave aceess to the Interoer, vou can receive diily coud
and weather informatinn for the Pacific from the University of
Hawai'i. This address will fink vou with weather information
sources throughout the world including the Weatherner,
Weather Underground, and Virtual Field Trip in Hawei's
students can compare their predicrions o live sateflite images
0f clouds over their region. These are especially imnressive
when hurticanes or typhoons are QSO
htip:/flumshai.soesthawaii.edu

Contact focal navigators andd invite them 1o shaze their knowd-
edge with the students. Explore and extend navigation lore in
vour home entity including tvpes of cannes, navigation rech-
nmigues, legends, stories, et '

A ask the students 1o express what they have learned abous navi-
gation through art,

& Create or deaw a canog that 1S uaigue 10 your own entity, Label
the different paris of the cance in your natve language.

5. Using Table 3, Grad o the nzmes of the common stars and
eonstelations in your native language through interviews vt
local navigarors and research,

6. In the video, Mau told his 50 aboe the imponance of naviga-
rion in daily ife. Discuss what he may have meant by this, Think
abont experiences or activines in Bife that reguire navigation.
What paralicis can bo dravens?

7. dmagine thar the class is on the crew of a vevaging canoe about
v embark on g long josmey 1o an unknown bind. What skills
dor you need® Whar kinds of peovisions would you take? Give
reasons o vonr choices.

Suminary

Uniderstanding and interpreting the significance of changes in the
appearance of stars, clouds, 2nd the behavior of se2 animals enables
pavigators o sait between the islinds. To be 2 master navigaror is
piore than sinply interpreting the environmenial chznges. I is
hecoming part of the envireoment. It is making and repairing 2
cance, 1Uis assuming responsibility for the canoe and aff who sail on
it 1S Decoming wise in the way of te seas. For a child 1o become
4 trasies navigalor, he o she must make a felong commismen:
hecause it will 1ake vears of hard work 2nd education 1o achieve this
wischom,

Buring the making of the video, Mau Piailug expressed 4 zoncesn
that children are not imerested in becoming master navigators and
that this mpstant faoet of Pacific cultures may be lost, 1t is hoped
that the video will reach those specialy gifted children who will
foake ravigation a pern of their life, '

Mavigztion sunouls are being established in Yap and Hawai, The
impornce of keepiag the great island wraditions alive threugh navi-
gation ray be @ catalyst for the esuablishment of more navigation
schools throughout the Pacific. Children should be encouraged 1o
scex out navigation leachers and learn 10 “read the wind®,



Resources:
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An Ocean in Mind, Will Kyselle, University of Hawal'l
Press, 1987,

- Guide 1o the Sky is 2n attractive poster of cloud Lypes
and .mfmmauﬂn on refated weather conditions. It is available
from the Tollowing: Sky Guide, 2.0, Box 30027, Greenwood
Sation, Seattke, Washinglon 98103-0027, 1elephone 206-782-
B485. - -

by Manﬂ Szndermnj gmhﬁhe-d i"nr Universi Y of Hmh i F’:m
1553,

e Last Navigaror, Stephen 1 Thomes, Honry Holt and
Company, 1987,

the Weather Bonk, g Easv-todInderstznd Guide 1o the 1ISA's

mmﬂ written by Jack Williams ﬁﬂ{i puhhs%mﬁ %‘)} i?‘aA 1 ﬂfim
Vintage Books, a Division of Random House, Inc.

vovages fzom the Past, Julie Stewars Williams, Kamehameha
ahwisf’ﬁemzce Pzuahi Bishop Estate, 1989,

2 n

(%

e Navigarors - The Ancient Art of Tzndlinding in the
Pacific, David Lewis, anemwmﬁmm Press, 1694,

m;hgr at Sea I}:mc'z Houghton and Fred Sanders, ¥eGraw
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